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AGAINST THE 


CONFESSIONAL. 


Of peremptory feature, cleric pride, 
Whoſe redd'ning cheek no contradiction bears; 
And holy ander, his aſſociate firm, 

On whom the Hing Spirit {ill deſcends : 
Mother of tortures, per/ecuting zeal, 

High flaſhing in her hand the ready torch, 
Or ponyard bath'd in unbelieving blood. 


OD IN nn EEE ITO 


If there be any ſimple man that deſireth to live well, and All . 


truly God's law, he ſhall be holden an hypocrite, a ne 
teacher, an heretick, and not ſuffered to come to any benefit, 


YMAN, 


— 


L M OM 


Printed for E. and C. DIL r, in the Poultry, and G. Kiarr 
in Ludgate- Street. 1768. 


Vos — — ers AIR Io oa 
— 2 [> n * 
* — r e e < 
g 4 / 
* a = * K 
— : a 
N L — * 


Nr ee IAEA 1 — 
oy — r 


Tuourso v 


1 


(nr net HM AIRY n 1 


REMARKS 
S K C0 wml 
LETTER, 


72 — 5 HE love of liberty: is ſo 


i aa i * ſtrongly implanted in the hu- 
3 Þ T 2&4 man mind, that when a per- 
3 W 3 of 
erz of ſon takes a view of the preſent 
or 
{ſtate of things, and conſiders 
the many ſpecies of tyranny that prevail in 
the world, he is at a loſs to find a- cauſe 
adequate to ſo extraordinary an effect: But 
when he begins to reflect upon the artifices 
employed to ſubjugate mankind, he will rather 
wonder, that liberty is not entirely baniſhed 


from the face of the earth. Among a great 
B variety 


4 
variety of ſchemes employed for tbis purpoce, 
none have been more ſucceſsful in rivetting 


the chains of oppreſſion, than the union of 
religion and civil policy. In the ages of 
barbariſm, no expedient ſeemed ſo proper to 
reconcile the untutored mind to the controul 
of law; and where human laws were found 
defective, religion was called in to ſupply this 
deficiency. The ſtrength, the univerſality of 


this principle, concurred to recommend it to 
legiſlatours, as neceſſary to ſupport their 
authority, The laws of all the northern 
nations ſhew the great difficulty of bringing 
a ſet of ſavages to ſubmit to thoſe regulations, 
without which civil ſociety cannot poſlibly 
exiſt. Here we find murder, and the groſſeſt 
crimes, ſubject to no other puniſhment than a 
pecuniary mul&, Impatient, full of reſent- 
ment, and at the ſame time ignorant of natural 
cauſes, they became proper ſubjects for ſuper- 
Rition to work upon. Every event, the cauſe 
of which they could not readily explain, was 


aſcribed to beings of a degree ſuperior to man. 
: | The 


= 

The voice of deity was then heard in the 
ſtormy whirlwind, as well as the gentle breezes 
of the ſpring. The lofty mountain, the ſilent 
grove, were the conſtant witneſſes of the 
religion of the antient world. To enforce, 
therefore, a reverence to the laws, their chief- 
tains laid hold of their fears, and either inven- 
ted falſe ſchemes of religion, or modelled true 
religion in ſuch a manner, as was moſt ſuitable 
to anſwer the ends' of civil government. 
From this fountain we may derive the origin 
of religious eſtabliſhments ; and from hence it 
plainly appears, that they were invented in 
the infancy of ſociety, and are calculated for 
the weakeſt and moſt diſtracted periods of a 
ſtate. But the great misfortune is, that, like 
many other ſalutary regulations, they became 
at length burthenſome ; being made ſubſervient 
to the ſeparate intereſts of the few, and the 
exorbitant claims of tyranny and oppreſſion. 
As the prieſts found their power increaſed by 
the aſſiſtance of the ſtate, fo ſtateſmen and 
politicians ſaw no way ſo effectual to keep 
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(8) 
their ſubjects in awe, as the encouragement 
of a body of men, who would be always 


ready to ſacrifice the reſt of their fellow- 
ſubjects to their own ambition.* From this 


ſource we may trace the famous alliance 
between Church and State. The genius of 


paganiſm rendered it extremely fit for this 


purpoſe. A religion, made up of ceremonies 


and mere ritual obſervances, will eaſily in- 
corporate with any kind of government : But 
a religion, whole principal object 1s internal 
purity; a religion, that may be conſidered 


as a divine phil:fopby exiſting in the mind; 


a religion, the great end of which was to 
deſtroy the very exiſtence of the prieſtly 
office, 
* The ſtateſman, topping the divine, 
Supports with pow'r the ſame deſign, 
To keep th' inquiſitive in awe, 
Smacking his long-taiPd whip, the law 
Or thund'ring in the vulgar, ear 
Implicit faith, and groundleſs fear; 
The noſtrums theſe of church and ſtate, 


To make a nation good and great. 
ErtsTLES, Moral and Philgſapbical, p. 118. 
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office, could not ſo readily connect itſelf with 


the kingdoms of this world. Accordingly we 


find, that in order to render chriſtianity a 
mere engine of ſtate, it was neceſſary to new 
modell it. Many of the ceremonies of our 
pagan anceſtors were interwoven with the 
doctrines of Jeſus. At length chriſtianity be- 
came ſo corrupted, that it is doubtful, whether 
paganiſm be not more favourable to the cauſe 
of liberty, and the happineſs of mankind. 
The reformation of religion in theſe king- 
doms cut off many of the excreſcences of 
popery : But, ſtill, whoever will be at the 
trouble of comparing the doctrines laid down 
in the New Teſtament, with thoſe taught by 
many of our divines, will be ſoon ſenſible of 
a great difference, Many attempts have been 
lately made for the farther reformation of our 
church : But ſuch has been the negligence of 
ſome, and the pride and avarice of others, 
of our leading churchmen, that every attempt 
of this kind has hitherto miſcarried. 
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UN DAUN TED by ſo many repulſes, the 
authour of the Confeſſional has given a freſh 
alarm to the governours of our church. 
Several perſons have attempted to anſwer this 
excellent performance: But all of them appear 
to have no great reaſon to boaſt of their ſucceſs. 
Two of the champions, Profeſſor Rutherforth, 
and the authour of the Eſay u pon Eſtabliſhments, 
have been ſo fully confuted by the learned 
Dr. Benjamin Dawſon, that their beſt friends 
ſeem to wiſh they had never concerned them- 
ſelves with the diſpute. Nevertheleſs, for fear 
the cauſe ſhould be quite loſt, another writer 
is preſſed into the ſervice, and three dull, 
formal epiſtles, filled with a great number of 
quotations, and plentifully ſtored with abuſe, 
are palmed upon the publick for a compleat 
anſwer to the Confeſſional. In ſome remarks 
on the fir{t of theſe three letters, I endeavoured 
to ſhew the fallacy of the general arguments of 
that authour; and, at the ſame time, declared 
my reaſons for not concerning myſelf with the 
hiſtorical part of the controverſy : But little | 

| did 
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(30-3 
did I then think, that this part of his per- 
formance would ſo ſoon meet with an anſwer. 


Short indeed is the ſpecimen that is given us 
by the accurate Dr. Dawſon, of his great 
knowledge in eccleſiaſtical hiſtory ; but ſuf- 
ficient to convince every unprejudiced mind, 
that the authour of the Confeſſional is no leſs 
invulnerable in the character of an hiftorian, 
than unanſwerable as a reaſoner, and a divine. 


THe Letter-writer begins his ſecond letter, 
with producing a number of paſſages from the 
writings of the Reformers, in order to prove 
that their principles are not fairly repreſented 
by the Authour of the Confeſſional ; and that 
they did not underſtand the liberty ſet forth in 
the goſpel, to mean a diſcharge from all human 
authority in matters of religion. In anſ wer to 
this reaſoning, I maintain, that the declarations 
of any of the doctors of the reformed churches 
are nothing to the purpoſe; for, even ſuppoſing 
their arguments in favour of church authoricy, 
were ſet in a proper light by the letter-writer, 

they 


TE 


they will prove no more than this, that theſe 


perſons were falliable men, and either did not 
thoroughly underſtand, or elſe very ſoon for- 
got their own principles. For the queſtion is 
not, whether they defended church authority 
when it came to be veſted in themſelves ; but 
whether upon their ſeparation from the church 


of Rome, they did not openly diſclaim all 


human authority in matters of religion, ſub- 
mitting themſelves only to the great authour 
and finiſher of our faith ; and whether that 
ſeparation can be defended, if we deny the 
rights of private judgement. The ſame argu- 
mentation that proves it neceſſary or expedient 
to admit the deciſions of a provincial or national 
church, muſt certainly be far more convincing, 
when applyed to the church of Rome. Accord- 
ingly moſt of the converts that are made to 
popery, are drawn away by this ſpecious argu- 
ment; judging it more ſafe to refign the 
direction of their conſciences to a church that 
can boaſt of ſuch power, antiquity, and extent, 

than 


tha 


(79 ] 


than to the claims of any ſmaller body of 
_ chriſtians whatever. Nor has any thing con- 
tributed ſo much, to ſupport that church in 
her extravagant claims, as the abſurd behaviour 
of proteſtants; who, at the very time they are 
oppoſing her notions of infallibility with all 
their might, are ſo inconſiſtent as to impoſe 
their interpretations of ſcripture upon others. 


Bor in the preſent diſpute, a principle 


ſeems to be aſſumed by the advocates for 


fubſcription, that can never be admitted by 
the friends of liberty; — That in all reli- 
gious ſocieties, the majority have a right to 
impoſe their determinations upon the minority. 
This principle is neither agreeable to reaſon, 
nor revelation. It cannot be reaſonable for 
any number of men to make their judg- 
mer ts the ſtandard of that of other perſons; 


ſinc2 experience ſhews us, that the bulk of 


mankind are no more exempted from error 
than individuals, 


C e 
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Mos r of the improvements that are made 


in arts and ſciences, are begun by a few, and 
by {low ſteps and gentle degrees, they are pro- 
pagated till they become univerſal. The caſe 
is the ſame in religion; a few men, of great 
honeſty, and undaunted reſolution, began to 


oppoſe the corruptions of the church of Rome; 


but is is not to be imagined, that a few years 
were ſufficient to deſtroy the labour of ſo 


many centuries. 


AT the time of the reformation, learning 
was but juſt beginning to revive. It required 


aà conliderable time to attain a critical know- 


ledge of the New Teſtament, The laws, 
cuſtoms, and manners of the Jews and heathen 
pations were to be carefully conſidered, Never- 
theleſs, unfurniſhed with theſe helps, our fore- 
fathers weakly thought themſelves qualified to 
fix their notions of religion, as a ſtandard to 
all ſucceeding ages. And ſuch is the inſolence 
of ſome, and the tameneſs of others, that we 
have ever ſince meanly acquieſced in their 

- determinations. 
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(13) 

determinations. As then, improvements in 
religious knowlege, as well as in other ſciences, 
are begun by individuals, it is contrary to 
reaſon to veſt a power of making articles of 
faith, in any number of men, however great, 
reſpectable, or learned. Nor is revelation any 
more a friend to this method of proceeding. 
And 'till the letter-writer, his employer, or 
any other of the defenders of this practice, 
can produce ſome paſſage of ſcripture, that is 
clear and determinate in favour of impoſing 
confeſſions of faith, I ſhall venture to pro- 
nounce the arguments, that are uſed by the 
authour of the Confeſſional againſt this practice, 
agreeable to the goſpel, and the fundamental 
principles of the reformation. | 


Tux letter-writer is of opinion, that diver- 
ſity of ſentiments in religion endangers edifi- 
cation. I am of a quite contrary opinion. 
In every ſcience where the ſeveral profeſſors 
are divided in their ſentiments, there is a 
greater probability of having truth diſcovered, 

C 2 | than 
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(16) 
than if they were united, This is the caſe in 
all the arts that relate to common life. And 
daily experience ſhews us, how much improve- 
ments are indebted to the ſpirit of controverſy, 
and emulation, 


To a diverſity of opinions we are indebted 
for the beſt treatiſes that have been written 
upon the ſubjects of religion and morality, 
From the ſame ſource we derive that 
Critical and accurate knowledge of the New 
Teſtament, that is to be found in the writings 
of our Engliſh divines. This difference of 
opinion, which gives ſuch alarm to the narrow 
minded bigot, appears to the philoſopher, as 


one of the principal means employed by the 


Divine Being, to lead us to truth and happineſs. 


' He, therefore, will never be under any con- 


cern about the multiplicity of religious ſenti- 
ments that prevail in the world, becauſe he 
ſees it is perfectly analogous to the reſt of the 
diſpenſations of Providence, and productive of 


the greateſt good. 
Bur 


(47 ) 

Bu r we are informed, that, ordinarily ſpeak- 
ing, it is more likely that one or a few ſhould err, 
through ignorance or partiality, than greater 
numbers. This aſſertion is making numbers of 
people uniting in the ſame ſentiments the 
criterion of truth. But 1 ſhould be glad to 
know, where our letter-writer learned this way 
of reaſoning ? I am perſuaded he did not derive 
his knowledge from experience. The Pytha- 
gorean or Copernican ſyſtem is undoubtedly 
true ; and yet the majority of philoſophers, as 
well as the common people, were for many 
ages agreed in exploding it. The Carteſian 
Vortices for a long time maintained their 
ground againſt the Newtonian ſyſtem of gravi- 
tation, The foundation of morals has but 
lately been ſet in a proper light by the accurate 
diſquiſitions of an Hartly and a Home. The 
much diſputed doctrine of the trinity owes its 


ſettlement to the manly reaſoning of a Dawſon. 


And the fanciful notion of the immortality of 
the ſoul has yet its defenders, notwithſtand- 
ing the immortal labours of a Law and a 

Blackburne, 


(18) 
Blackburne. What reaſon then have we to 
imagine, that the clergy of one age ſhould 
become poſſeſſed of ſo much knowledge, as to 
enable them to determine, not only for them- 
ſelves, and the times in which they live, but 
for all other perſons, and all ſucceeding ages. 


THe next thing with which we are enter- 
tained, is the neceſſity of confeſſions of faith, 
drawn from the conduct of certain enthuſiaſts 
| that ſprung up about the time of the re- 
| formation. This argument in favour of ſuch 
| confeſſions has often been urged ; but with 
| what ſucceſs remains to be confidered. It will 
| be readily granted, that no perſon who is 
| guilty of diſturbing the public tranquility by 
any overt act of violence, is entitled to pro- 
tection of the government under which he 
lives, It will likewiſe be granted, that where 
2 confiderable body of men have been fre- 
quently engaged in attemps of this nature, the 
ſtate has a right to require them to give ſuch 


_ reaſonable ſecurity for their good and peaceable 
behaviour 
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| behaviour for the future, as ſhall be thought 
neceſſary, But this affair is merely of a civil 
nature, It relates equally to every individual 
of that denomination, whether he be a clergy- 
man, or a layman; and conſequently has no- 
thing to do with ſubſcriptions to articles of 
religion. The anabaptiſts at Munſter were 
guilty of murder and rebellion, therefore their 
ſovereign had a right to puniſh the ringleaders, 
and oblige the reſt to give ſecurity, that they 
would demean themſelves as became peaceable 
ſubjects. Such would be the reaſoning of com- 
mon ſenſe, But the letter- writer, diſdaining the 
vulgar rules of logic, has thought proper to argue 
in this manner — The Anabaptiſis at Munſter 
raiſed a rebellion agai nft their lawful prince, 
therefore all clergymen are obliged to ſubſcribe 
io the belief of the deflrine of the trinity, pre- 
deflination, and certain other ſpeculative articles 
of faith. He will confer a great obligation 
upon the public, if he would be fo kind as to 
inform them, where he acquired this fingular 
talent of reaſoning. Was it from the writings 

of 
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of ©t. Thomas Aquinas, Duns Scotus, or from 


ſome valuable old manuſcript contained in the 
archepiſcopal library of his worthy patron ? 
Or did He condeſcend, with that humility 
peculiar to himſelf, to furniſh our authour 
with ſuch an admirable ſyllogiſm? I dare 
venture to affirm, that no proteſtant clergyman 
will refuſe to give the government, in common 
with the laity, any ſecurity of his attachment 
to thoſe revolutional principles, upon which 
his majeſty's right to the crown is founded. 
Nor will he ſcruple, if required, to make a 
ſolemn renunciation of thoſe dangerous tenets, 
of which our authour ſeems to be in ſo much 
fear. But then he conſiders himſelf obliged 
to do this, as a member of civil ſociety, and 
not as a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, Beſides, if 


a man be guilty of violating the laws of his 


country, he ought to be tried and puniſhed by 


thoſe laws, be he a clergyman or a layman. 
But if it were neceſſary to inſert every ridiculous 
opinion into a confeſſion of faith, we ſhould 
have one that would be ſufficient to employ 

the 
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the term of a man's life, in examining its 
ſeyeral articles before he ſubſcribed it. And 


were we to take a view of the many hereſies 


that have appeared in the world, from the 
days of the apoſtles to this preſent time, and 
collect them together, it would, I believe, tire 
even the patience of the letter-writer, inured 
as he is to the drudgery of compiling, to give 
them all a candid and accurate examination. 
The oath of allegiance to the ſtate, a declaration 
of a man's belicf of the holy {criptures, a com- 
petent ſhare of learning, and above all a vir- 
tuous life, are ſecurities for a clergyman's good 
behaviour, far preferable to all the ſcholaſtic 
confeſſions of faith that have ever yet made 
their appearance, But how many doctrines, | 
ok a tendency equally dangerous with any of 
thoſe againſt which a proviſion is made by our 
articles, may be taught from our pulpits with 
impunity? Need I mention any other beſides 
that of paſlive obedience, which the letter- 
writer has taken upon himſelf to defend ? A 
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* No ſubſcriptions to any articles of faith, 
| P F: 


„ 
doctrine ſubverſive of his preſent majeſly's 
right to the government of theſe kingdoms, 


a doctrine which declares his late majeſty king 


William an uſurper, and acknowledges a 


popiſh pretender's claim to the crown of theſe 


realms. 


TRE authour of the Confeſſional has aſſerted 


that many churches, finding the inconveniencies 


that attend ſubſcriptions to human explications 
of the ſacred writings, have thought proper 
to drop them entirely. To this aſſertion the 
letter · writer replies, our diſſenters here, T ſup- 
proſe, umverfally require conſeſſions of faith at 
ordinations; and, I preſume, would refuſe to 


ordain @ man, whoſe confeſſion they thought 


erroneous or diſective in any thing material. 


Upon this ſubject let us hear what Dr. Prie/tly 
has to ſav, who is at leaſt as good a judge of 


the conduct of the difſenters as the letter-writer. 


4: Or 


# Effiy on the firſt principles of government. 


« or even to the New Teſtament, are now 
* required ; and miniſters are excuſed if they 
© chuſe not to give any confeſſion of their 
* own. To have preached and behaved like 


« a chriſtian, is ſufficient to recommend a man 


©* to the chriſtian miniſtry,” I ſhall make no 


comment upon this paſſage. Small as my 
acquaintance is with the diſſenters, I can ven- 
ture to affirm, that a conſiderable number of 
the moſt learned of their miniſters have, and 
frequently do ordain candidates for the miniſ- 
try, without any other ſubſcription, than a 
general declaration of their belief of the holy 


ſcriptures. Neither would they refuſe to con- 
cur in ſuch an ordination, even though they 


knew the ſentiments of the ſaid candidates, in 
points of the greateſt importance, to be directly 
oppolite to their own. And this the letter- 
writer might eaſily have known, were he in 
the leaſt acquainted with. the writings of the 
modern diſſenters. And nothing has contri- 
buted ſo much as this latitude, to baniſh thoſe 
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diviſions that formerly reigned among them; 


and which ſtill continue to divide that part of 


them, among whom ſuch confeſſions are ſtill 


in vogue. For the truth of what I have now 
advanced, among others, I appeal to the reſpec- 
table miniſters of the ſocieties of proteſtant 
diſſenters at Mancheſter and Warrington 1n 
Lancaſterſhire, and the preſent worthy ſucceſ- 
for of the late Meſlrs. Pearce and Hallet at 
Exeter. And fo much for ſuppoſitions and 


preſumptions. 


IN the courſe of this examination of the 
Confeſſional, the letter-writer has in ſeveral 
places, and among others in the 40th page of 
the ſecond letter, diſcovered a concern leſt 
popiſh teachers and fanatics ſhould (were the 
ſcheme of the authour of the Confeſſional to 
be adopted) find an opportunity of getting 
into the church and venting their wild notions. 
In anſwer to this formidable objection, the 


reader will obſerve, that it was proved in the 
remarks 


( 25 ) 


remarks upon the firſt letter, that no popiſi 
prieſt can ſubmit to the propoſal made in the 
Confeſſional, of ſubſcribing to the ſcriptures 
as a full, perfect, abſolute, and compleat rule 


of faith, without making at the ſame time 


a ſolemn renunciation of popery. As to fana- 
tical preachers, I beg leave to aſk, whether 
ſubſcribing to the 39 articles has ever or does 
at preſent exclude any of them from our 
pulpits? I would alſo aſk him, whether there 
are no other wild notions beſides ſuch as are 
condemned by the articles of the church of 
England? But to be a little more particular, 


there are two kinds of enthuſiaſts; The one is 


to be met with in every age, and ſeems to be 
compoſed of men of a warm imagination, 
ſtrong paſſions, and little or no judgment. 
Whatever ſuch men take in hand they always 
conſider it as a matter of the greateſt impor- 
tance, When religion is the object of their 
attention, we generally find them laying hold 

of 
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(26) 
of ſome tenet that will afford them an opportu- 
nity of exerciſing the powers of the imagination. 
Men of this ſtamp are to be found in every 
denomination : And the ſources of ſuch an 
enthuſiaſm are ſo numerous, that the propoſing 


of confeſſions of faith as an expedient to get 


rid of them, ſhews about as much wiſdom as 
if a man were to make a propoſal for contain- 
ing the Thames in a bladder. Had Molinos 
been a member of the church of England, in 
all probability he would have written the 
Serious Call. But there is another ſpecies of en- 
thuſiaſts, that rarely make their appearance in 
civilized countries; but are the offspring of 


ignorance and barbariſm. Active, and intrepid, 


they dream dreams, and ſee viſions. Favoured 
with immediate illuminations from heaven, 
they ſoar above the vulgar rules of morality, 
and ſanctifying the means by the end, omit 
nothing to compleat their deſigns, Againſt 
fuch kind of men what would ſubſcriptions 


avail? The eternal ſalvation of mankind is 
concerned, 


(27) 
concerted, he is the anointed prophet of the 
almighty—His commiſſion is ſupernatural 
To him ſubſcriptions to articles eſtabliſhed by 
human authority, are like chaff before the 
wind. From hence we may diſcern the in- 
utility of them in both caſes. In the former 
caſe we have an evil, to which we are neceſ- 
farily ſubjected by the preſent conſtitution of 
things. In the latter we have an evil, againſt 
which we muſt ſeek for relief in the principles 
of legiſlation. If a man be inſpired to commit 


murder, raiſe a rebellion, or violate any of the 


fundamental laws of ſociety, I know of no _ 


other, nor better remedy, than for the civil 
magiſtrate, inſpired by the providence of 
governmennt, to puniſh him according to the 
tenour and purport of ſuch laws. But this 
inquiry into the conſequence of aboliſhing ſub- 
ſeription is not altogether a matter of ſpecu- 
lation, but depends in ſome meaſure upon 
experience, Inſtead then of giving way to the 
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ſuggeſtions of fancy, let us follow this ſlow, 


but certain guide, and ſee how the affair ſtands 
in thoſe churches where ſubſcriptions are never 


mentioned but with the utmoſt contempt, 


1 am informed, that in the county palatine 
of Lancaſter there are no leſs than forty con- 
gregations of proteſtant diſſenters. In Yorkſhire 
their number may be double. In all theſe 
ſocieties, and many others in different parts of 
the kingdom, their miniſters are choſen with- 
out any ſubſcription whatever. And I have 
not been able to learn, that one popiſh prieſt is 
to be found among them. And as to fana- 
ticiſm, perhaps no ſet of men in the world was 
ever more free from it, It were to be wiſhed 
that the letter-writer would condeſcend to 
examine things with a little more accuracy, 
and argue from facts; and not place ſuch an 
implicit dependance upon the chimeras of his 


own brain, 


( 29) 

1 MEET with nothing fartter worthy of 
notice in the firſt chapter of this ſecond letter, 1 
At the concluſion of it, the authour of the 1 
Confeſſional i is aſked, whether ſuch an open and ; 
rude attack upon the efiabl iſhed doctrines of his IJ 1 | 
own church would have been ſuffered in any 1 
other proteſtant church in Eurcpe? I anſwer | 
this by aſking another queſtion, whether ſuch 


2 barefaced, impudent falſhood, docs not d- 
ſerve the ſevereſt animadverſion? In What * 
paſſage of that work is an attack made upon 1 
any doctrine of our church? Does not the = 1 
authour of it, among other things, ſpeak with 1 
the higheſt reſpect of the proteſtant doctrine x 
of abſolute predeſtination? A doctrine, in the : | 
words of our article, full of feet, pleaſant, 1 


and unſpeakable comfort to godly perſons, and 
ſuch as feel in themſelves the working of the I 
ſpirit of Chriſt, The Confeſſional is fo far ll 
from being an attack upon our church, that it is 4 


the compleateſt defence, not only of the church 
of England, but of every other proteſtant 
E 


church 


(30) 

church that has been publiſhed ſince the days 
of the reformation, And I heartily congratulate 
her in having fo orthodox a minifter, in an 
age when infidelity is faid to prevail fo much 


is our leading churchmen. 


Pu E letter-writer begins the ſecond chapter 
of his letter, with an attempt to prove the 
right of chriſtian churches to impoſe articles 
of faith and terms of communion upon their 
reſpeRive members. Upon this ſubject I mult 
acknowledge I expected to have met with ſome 
plaufible arguments: But great was my ſur- 
prize when I ſaw nothing advanced, which 
Has not been repeatedly anſwered, We are 
told, rhat although a man muſ? anſwer to God 
for bis own ſaith, yet be muſt be ſubje& to the 
Judgment of the church, whether his faith is ſuch 
@s will qualify bim for admiſſion into it. The 
letter-writer would have done well to have 
told us in what ſenſe he underſtands the term 


church. If by the word church he mean a 
| political 


iS: - Þ} 


political ſociety, without doubt the ſeveral 


members have a right to admit or exclude 
whomſoever they think proper; provided they, 
do not moleſt or any way injure the perſons | 
with whom they refuſe to be connected. If 
I refuſe to fit at table with a man becauſe he 


is taller or ſhorter than myſelf, I have certainly 
a natural right of acting in this manner. And 
although the ſenſible part of the world would 
have reaſon for taxing me with folly, yet if I 
perſiſt in it, they cannot claim any lawful 
right to oblige me to alter my conduct. But 
in caſe. we conſider any ſociety as a chriſtian 
church, we cannot ſuppoſe them at liberty to 
act according to any other laws, than ſuch as 
were laid down by the founder and governour 
of this church. Nor have the members of it 
a right to reject any other perſons beſides thoſe 
whom he himſelf has already rejected. But 
fince he has thought proper to receive all that 
acknowledge him to be the Meſſiah, and pro- 
feſs to live in obedience to his laws, every 
D 2 member 


NN l ren ＋ voy 6 2 V — 
p Lee) an r r Hy . 
5 wcwagh er td ee eee - CNY - — — * A „„ IRR oy — 
. 5 1 L 5 Aa 2 n N Y +0 KS - 8 4 
eh. Es 122 


N . re,, rede SE Oagy "> 
rr. no; Wh WAITER ve nnen n a * _ 
E's __ — ö — — — — 


1 
44 
0 L 
"IE 
AY 
2 
'4 
- 
* 9 
3 


: 
+% 
1 
74 
+ 
+ FS 
3 
18 2 
8 
"V4 
= 
27S 


rad tein a 
* * ** r 
* * v. 


: 1 22). 


m 3 the chnrch Sub be lie diſtin-⸗ 


guithed by the appellation of Socinian, Arian, 
Armivian, Calviniſt, or any other name what- 


ever, has a right, at the fame table, either 
fi itting, ſtanding, kneeling, or in a recumbent, 
or any other decent poſture, to eat bread, and 


drink wine, in commemoration of their com- 


mon Lord and Maſter, And that ſociety, 


which ſhould, upon account of any peculiarity 
of ſentiments, refuſe to admit a man to a par- 
ticipation of this rite, at the fame time that he 
profeſſed himſelf a chriſtian, is guilty of arro- 
gating to itſelf that power which belongs 
only to Chriſt Jeſus, of trampling upon his 
authority, and is no part of his church, but 
the den of Antichriſt, the thicf and the robber. 


THe letter-writer proceeds to obſerve, that 
if a man be defirous of being a teacher in the 
church, he muſt be ſulject to the judgment of its 
governours, whether he be qualified for that 


office. Here we muſt have recourſe to our 
former 


( 33) 


former diſtintion between churcnes conſidered 
\ 


as political ſocieties, and ſocieties profeſſing 
chriſtianity, Were a ſet of Mahometans to 
meet together for the purpoſes of ſocial wor- 
ſhip, they have an undoubted right to a full 
and compleat toleration. Nor can we ſuppoſe 
ſuch a ſociety would make choice of any other 
than a Mahometan for the purpoſe of publick 
inſtruction. And herein they would act agree- 
ably to their principles. In like manner every 
chriſtian ſociety, if it be independent, has 
according to the laws of chriſtianity a 
right of chooſing its own paſtour. If it 
be connected with the ſtate, it muſt receive its 
paſtour according to the laws of the ſtate. 
But no chriſtian ſociety has a right of making 
any other conditions or terms of ſuch a choice, 
except thoſe that are ſet forth in the New 
Teſtament. Therefore when the letter-writer 
produces a ſubſcription ſimilar to any made 
uſe of in the chriſtian world, figned by Timothy 
or Titus, we are ready to give up the matter 
in queſtion. But ſhould ſubſcription be intirely 
ſel 
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( 34 ) 


ſet afide, we might have a qua ler for @ miniſſer 


of an epiſcopal congregation, To eaſe him of 
his apprebenſions, this is a thing impoſſible; 
for no quaker can ' conſiſtently with his 
own principles become an hiceling miniſter, 
However we might have miniſters that denied 
infant baptiſm, or perhaps any baptiſm what- 


ever. A dreadful circumſtance truly! There 


is no doubt, but then, as well as at preſent, 
we ſhould have ſome enthuſiaſts in the church. 
Nor can a method be found out to prevent an 
evil which ſeems inſeparable from the common 
lot of humanity, But we have this for our 
comfort, that a violent, turbulent diſpoſition 
prevails more among ſuch as are fond of cere- 
monies, than among thoſe that deſpiſe them, 
And in all probability the caſe would be much 
the ſame then as it is now in ſome congre- 
gations of proteſtant diſſenters ; and ſuch mi- 
niſters would content themſelves with explain- 
ing their ſentiments upon this ſubje& in a calm 


' rational manner, and leave their hearers to 


determine for themſelves. 
BuT 


( 35) 


Bur let us ſuppoſe that ſome of them 
(which in all probability would happen) were 
ſo attached to their own ſentiments upon 
this ſubje&, as not only to exhort their hearers 


againſt baptizing their children, but alſo refuſe 


to perform that ceremony themſelves. In this 
caſe there would be no great difficulty for 
them to procure a perſon to perform that of- 
fice. And we may venture to affirm, that 
a clergyman who ſhewed a real concern for 
the ſpiritual welfare of his pariſhioners, would 
not have the leaſt reaſon to fear their reſent- 
ment for not performing an action which was 
contrary to the diftates of his conſcience, 
The laity do not deſire ſuch a ſacrifice; it is 
from prieſts we are to expect a demand of this 
nature, 


LET us, however, ſuppoſe the worſt 
that can happen ; let us ſuppoſe people were 
to be divided in their opinions about this, and 
many other ceremonies beſides. Will a man's 
-{iprinkling or dipping his child make him a 


better 
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better or a worſe member of fociety ? Is it 
of any importance to the public, whether an 
infant be plunged in cold water when he is 
eight days, or eight years old? Cannot a man 
make a good huſband, a good father, even 
thoꝰ he never received baptiſm? But the letter- 
writer in laying ſuch a mighty ſtreſs upon ritual 
obſervances acts entirely in character. Men of 
his ſtamp do not care if all the moral duties 
were neglected, provided they can ſupport 
[ one trifling, unmeaning ceremony. Nor 
N would they make the leaſt ſeruple of filling the 
world with ſeas of blood for the ſake of pre- 
ſerving what they call the peace of the church. 


IMEET with nothing more that concerns 
the general argument till I come to the 630. 
page of this letter. Here (the authour of the Con- 
feſſional having remarked, that there is ſcarce 
any of the many confeſſions of faith to which 
a knowing and a thinking chriftian can aſſent 
in all points) the letter-writer obſerves, that 
under the term conſeſſions the apoſtles creed muff 
290. z | of 
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(37) 
be comprehended, which fhews that this con- 
demnation 1s preſumptuous enough, All the 

world knows the creed which goes under the 
name of the apoſtles, was never penned by 
any of the apoſtles. The learned Dr. Sykes 


has clearly proved that one of its articles was 


not inſerted till the fourth century. Where 
then is the preſumption of ſuch a condem- 
nation ? I do not pretend to determine what 
the authour of the Confeſſional's ſentiments 
are concerning this creed; but for my own 
part I ſhall make no ſcruple to aſſert, that it 


contains ſeveral groſs inaccuracies; and that 


creeds in general have as much a right to be f 


rehearſed in a chriſtian aſſembly meeting for 
the ſake of public worſhip, as a chapter of the 
alcoran. Theſe ſame creeds, from the apoftle's 
| incluſive, down to that of pope Pius the fourth, 


are the offspring of ſuperſtition, conceived in 


the brains of an artful deſigning clergy, and 


are a ſtanding reproach to the chriſtian 
religion. | 
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AT page 69th we have an argument in 
fayour of ſubſcriptions, fimilar to one that has 
been anſwered before. One who believes that 
there is a purgatory, that clergymen ought not 
fo marry, that capital puniſhments were, and 
oaths are unlawſul, may receive the ſacrament, 
and go to Heaven ; But a candidate for orders 
or preferment may with reaſon be repelled if be 
refuſes to declare himſelf on theſe heads, becauſe 
very bad conſequences would follow if he were 1% 
preach falſe doffrine concerning them, or even 
omit to preach the true on proper occaſions. In 
anſwer to this and all ſuch kind of reaſoning, 
let it be obſerved, that if the doctrine of a 
chriſtian miniſter be barely erroneous, the 
better way will be to leave them to time; 
for there is no doubt but truth will finally 
prevail. An officious intermeddling has never 
been productive of the leaſt ſervice in favoui 
of religion, On the contrary, the chriſtian | 


f church has the greateſt reaſon to lament the 
| aſſiſtance 


N- 


( 39 ) 


aſſiſtance that ſhe has received from her miſ- 


taken friends. It is a great pity that people 
will not be prevailed upon to leave our religion 
for a little time to irſelf. When thoſe cala- 
mities which ſo much terrify the letter-writer 
actually make their appearance, it will be ſoon 
enough to interpoſe. At preſent we know 
that ſubſcription has been, and is ſtill pro- 
ductive of the greateſt inconveniencies. We 
ſee none of the evils which the letter- writer 
ſuſpects would be the conſequence of aboliſh- 


ing them, in thoſe churches where they have 


been for ſome time diſuſed, Why then ſhould 
the experiment not be made in our own? To 
what can it be aſcribed, that ſome of our 
great churchmen refuſe to pay any attention 
to the many ſollicitations that have been made 


for a farther reformation, by the greateſt, 


beſt, and wiſeſt men that have ever appeared 


in this or any other nation, unleſs it be to 
their indolence, their ſecularity, or the ſpirit 
of infidelity ? DE 
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Bur if at any time ſuch doctrines ſhould 
be preached as are deſtructive of civil govern- 
ment, the better wy will be as ] have ob- 
ſerved before, to leave the preachers of them 
to the cognizance of the civil magiſtrate, 
This indeed would be a diminution of the 
authority of a ſet of turbulent ptieſts ; but 
as to farther ill conſequences 1 lee no reaſon 


for any apprehenſions. 


. Wr are told, that teaching different opinion, 
| | s certainly leſſened by ſubſcription. To be con- 
[ "vinced of the f.lſhood of this afſertion, a man 
bas nothing more to do than to frequent for 
a few ſundays the different churches in our 
metrepoliss What ſentiments can be more 
oppoſite or contradictory than the dectrine of 
predeſtination and free-will? And to paſs by 
th.t of the Trinity, as explained by the doctors 
South, Sherlock, and Clarke, can any thing be 
more contradictory than the ſermons preached 


| on that article of our faith by the late 
þ x | | Dr, 
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Dr. Waterland and the learned Dr, Benjamin 
Dawſon? Iodeed I cannot help cor:gratulating 
our church in having found ſo able a defender 
of this important doctrine, as tre latter. And 
I :m inclined to believe that bis maſterly per- 
formance upon this ſubject is ſo well ſupported 
by rational criticiſm, that it wili ſuperlede the 


neceſſity of any future publication wha:ſoever, 


Bur to return to our preſent enquiry. 
Can any one ſcriouſly believe, that had no 
ſubſcription been ever required, in our church, 
we ſhould have had more violent diſputes 
about this doctrine than we have at preſent? 
The Appeal, together with many other pubs 
lications in defence and againſt it, are ſuf- 
the inutilny of ſubſcriptions. But we have 
no "ccafion to go ſo far, this very letter which 
is the ſubject of our examination is alone ſuf- 
ficient to determine the controverſy, If ſubs 
ſcription were of ay weight, how ſhall we 
be able to account for the writer's vindication 
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of the doctrine of free-will—A doctrine directly 
contrary to the tenour of the articles of the 
church of England. In ſhort, there is no way 
to prevent the teaching of different opinions 
unleſs we enforce our ſubſcription ſcheme by 
an inquſitatorial power to be exerciſed upon all 
obſtinate offenders. And this ſcheme the letter- 
writer ſeems principally to have in view. 


Tux third chapter of this letter contains a 
vindication of the remonſtrants in requiring 
ſabfcription to confeſſions of faith eſtabliſhed by 
human authority. But ſince I do not there diſ- 
cover any new argument adyanced in fayour of 
them, I may be ſufficiently excuſed in paſſing 
it over in ſilence. Only let it be obſerved, the 
opinion of the remonſtrants, nor any other body 
of men, ought to have any weight, farther than 
they are agreeable to the holy ſcriptures. How 
often muſt the defenders-of ſubſcription be told, 
that upon the principles of the reformation 
evcry individual has an unalienable right of 
jadging for himſelf i matters of religion? It 

Were 


aw 


— 
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were to be wiſhed that theſe Gentlemen weuld 
take upon themſelves the taſk of defending the 
proteſtant cauſe upon any other principle. They 
are ſo far convinced of the utter impoſſibility 
of executing a work of this kind, that in all 
their controverſies with the church of Rome we 
find them always defending and maintaining this 


right, But it ſeems the chair of infallibility is 


to be transferred from Rome to Lambeth. In 
a political view ſome advantages may be gained 
by ſuch a change. For certainly it will be at- 
tended with ſome ſavings to the nation to refer 
religious diſputes to an Engliſh Archbiſhop in- 
ſtead of bringing them before an Italian prelate. 
Vet I cannot help thinking a good proteſtant will 
confider it as a matter equally indifferent, whe- 


ther he be obliged to regard as infalliable the de- 


terminations of Pope Clement, or Thomas 
Secker, Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury and 
primate of all England, 
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TT HERE are howerer, two obſervations of the 
Tetter-writer's contained in this chapter, of which 
I think it will be proper to take ſome notice, 
It was obſerved in the Confeſſional, rhat the 
malignity of ſme bereſies, (and perhaps the very 
exiſtence of others) bas been perpetuated by the re- 
ſpectable notice that fome church or other has thought 
Proper to take of them in an eftabliſhed conf*ſſion, 
The 'truth of this remark, the letter writer is 


| Pleaſed to call in queſtion ; and to ſupport his 
opinion he produces the doctrine of the tem po- 


rary duration of fu: ure puniſhments, and that 
of the fleep of the foul, both of which have been 
lately revived. The revival of theſe doctrines 
3s a great preſumption of the truth of them, 


Neither can he bring one example of any of the 


falſe doctrines mainta ned by ancient heretics be- 
ing propogated with any ſucceſs in theſe mo- 
dern times, unleſs they are contradicted by ſome 
eſtabllſhed confeſſion of faith. Nor does the 
maintenance of ſuch doctrines ſhew any peculiar 


per verſeneſi or malignity in human nature; but it 


_ ariſes 
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ariſes from the very nature of things. When= 
ever a ridiculous notion is firſt publiſhed, be it 
in religion, morality, natural philoſophy, or 
any other ſcience, there are always ſome weak, 
filly people that become converts to it. Pre- 
ſently (if the diſpute be of a religious nature) 
ſome grave divine makes bis appearance, and 
with a great deal of parade, and oſtentation of 
learning, ſets himſelf to confute what no man 
of common ſenſe ever thought worthy of his 
attention. Upon ſeeing ſuch reſpectable notice 
taken of them, the other party begins to 
entertain a higher opinion of their cauſe, and 
conſequently enters upon the defence of it with 
greater zeal than before, The plot now begins 
to thicken. Many of the by-ſtanders, who were 
before indifferent about the matter, now range 
themſelves under their reſpective leaders, and 
there is much ado about nothing. Anſwers 
and replies are publiſhed on both ſides of the 
queſtion, until the public grows tired of the 
diſpute, are aſtoniſhed to find about what they 

have 


(46) 
have been diſputing, and the controverſy at 
length ſinks into oblivion. But if the vene- 
rable doctor, in the abundance of his zeal, 
happen to forſake the good old method of 
defending orthodoxy, by referring his readers 
to the fathers, and the authority of the church, 
and be ſo ill-adviſed as to call in the civil 
| magiſtrate to his aſſiſtance, or from his pious 


care to preſet ve poſterity from the contagion 
of hereſy, procure the condemnation of ſuch 
miſtaken opinion to be made an article of 
faith, it is no wonder if he loſe his labour, 
. and inſtead of deſtroying hereſy, render it more 
ſtrong and flouriſhing. For articles of faith 
ſerve to keep thoſe ſentiments in view, which 
would otherwiſe be forgotten, And perſons 
of warm imaginations and weak capacities 


exiſting in all ages, the ſame cauſes will necel- 
produce the ſame effects. Beſides men are 
apt to imagine, where they ſee an opinion 
fortified with ſo much care, that it cannot be 


| _— by rational argumentation. Hiſtory | 
N will 
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will inform us that hereſy is a weed that 
thrives the better for being perſecuted. There 
is no man at this time of day that thinks of 
turning Euthicyan or Carpocratian. T he rea- 
ſon is plain—The diſtinguiſhing tenets of theſe 
| ſets are no where to be found but in the 
libraries of the learned. But let them once be 
condemned in an article, and, antiquated as 
they are, we ſhall ſoon ſee them reviving, 
putting forth their branches, and bearing fruit 


in abundance, 


Tax other remark of the letter-writer of 
which I propoſe to take notice, is, that there 


are ſome things of ſo great weight and moment, 


that they cannot be gainſayed without the extreme 
hazard of our ſalvation. Here I muſt take 


| the liberty of telling him in the name of all 


the friends of liberty, that we believe not 
ſpeculative errors, abſtractedly conſidered, of 
what nature ſoever, to be any way dangerous, 
or puniſhable. Belief is not in the ſmalleſt 
G 2 degree 
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degree dependant upon the will, A man can» 


not at plcaſure give or refuſe his aſſent to any 
article of fai h. He muſt believe according to 
the degree of evidence he beholds. But this 
reaſoning has been ſo often repeated, that it 
were needleſs to inſiſt upon it any longer, 
The letter-writer farther contends, that if an 
beretick continue ebſtinately to maintain bis hereſy 
after repeated admonition, He ſhould ſapteſe a 
chriſtian miniſter would ręj ect bim or endeavour 
by chriſtian methods to procure his ejeftion from 
the church, If he mean by a herctick an im- 
moral liver, one that is ſelf condemned, ſome 
other perſons may agree with him in making 
the ſame ſuppoſition, But if this be not his 
meaning, and he underſtand by this term, as 
J imagine he does, a believer in Chriſt, who 
at the ſame time denies what are called the 
fundamentals of chriſtianity, I muſt then in- 


form him, that he is very unfortunate in this, 


as well as many other of his ſuppoſit ions: For 
no miniſter or congregation has a right to reject 
2 


( 49) 


any one that profeſſes to believe in Chriſt a as 
the Meſſiah. 


THe next part of the letter that comes 
under our examination, contains a charge 
2gainſt the authour of the Confeſſional, for 
miſrepreſenting biſhop Burnet's expoſition of 
the 39 articles, This is an affair that little 
concerns the public, We may therefore leave 
it to the perſon to whom it more immediately 
concerns]! And from a former ſpecimen we 
have no room to doubt of his being able to 
give a ſatisfactory anſwer to every thing that 
has been urged againſt him by the letter-writer, 
T here are however one or two paſſages i in this 
chapter, upon which I ſhall beſtow a few 
obſervations. The following is one of them. 
Befides, they would (in caſe ſubſcriptions were 
ſet afide) be at liberty to omit preach ng whate 

wer doctrine they pleaſed, and even to confine 
themſelves wholly to natural religion and morality, 
and _ derfts might be freacher. Upon read- 


— — —ͤ—y— 


ing 


(5) 
ing over this paſſage, a perſon would be inclined 
to believe, that the authour of it was laughing 
at the credulity of mankind, and trying how 
far he could impoſe upon the public. No- 
body can be ignorant, that in the preſent ſtate 
of things, morality and natural religion are 
almoſt the only ſubjects that are handled in 
our pulpits. It is alſo univerſally known that 


many of the clergy are avowed infidels, and 
upon the principles of infidelity oppoſe all 
alterations in the church. Has the letter- 
writer never heard that a rigid conformity to 
the eſtabliſhed religion is a favourite principle 
of a numerous ſect of deiſts in this kingdom? 
But not to amuſe ourſelves with the abſurd 
indigeſted remarks of the letter- writer, let us 


conſider the real ſtate of the caſe. 


TE doctrinal articles of the church ef 
England contain the moſt rigid Calviniſm. 
Her miniſters are for the moſt part zealous 


Arminians. Many of them not chufing te 
make 


(9) 


make an open oppoſition to theſe articles, paſs 
over in ſilence the doctrines contained in them, 
and confine themſelves entirely to the incul- 
cating of morality, Hence it proceeds, that 
great numbers know ſcarcely any thing of the 


nature and intent of the chriſtian revelation. 


By this means they frequently become a prey 
to infidelity, popery, or any other abſurdity 
whereon they happen to ſtumble. But in caſe 
there were no ſubſcription, every clergyman 
would be at full liberty to enforce morality by 
chriſtian motives, The ſtudy of the ſcriptures 
would become univerſal—The bulk of our 
people would learn to reaſon for themſelves 
And inſtead of that trifling, diffolute ſyſtem 
of manners that prevail at preſent, a ſpirit of 
free enquiry would take poſſeſſion of their 
minds ; and religion, pure and undefiled as 
it flows from its great fountain, would then 
appear amongſt us, 
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Tur authour of the letter now under out 
conſideration, is pleaſed to contend for a liberty 
of ſubſcribing our articles in different ſenſes, 
which is the ſame thing as a liberty of ſub- 
ſeribing and not ſubſcribing at the ſame time. 
The very intent of them is declared to be the 
preventing a diverſity of opinions. But who- 
ever pretends to ſubſcribe them with any the 
finalleſt limitation, defeats that end, and a 
far as in him lies renders them of none effect. 
They contain the orthodox doctrines of election 
and abſolute predeſtination, nor can they be 
fubſcribed by Arminians without the groſſeſt 
prevarication. 


Warr's affair forms part of another article 
of this chapter. How little reaſon our authour 
has for triumphing on this head was ſhewn in 
the appendix to my remarks upon his firſt 
letter, 


Txt 
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Tax letter-writer has produced ſome cri- 
ticiſms upon St, Paul, in defence of the 


practice of ſubſcription, . A particular exami- 


nation of theſe remarks ſhall be deferred to 


another opportunity. At preſent it is to be 


obſerved, that the oppoſers of ſubſcription call 
upon the advocates for this practice for a de- 


monſtration of the neceſſity and utility of it, 


drawn from ſome plain, uncontroverted paſ- 
ſage of ſcripture. It is likewiſe to be con- 
ſidered, that a practice uſed by an inſpired 
apoſtle before the canon of ſcripture was ſet- 
tled, is no precedent for future ages, when 
the circumſtances of things are ſo widely 
different. 


LoksrRvn that the letter-writer has thought 
proper in this chapter, as well as in many 
other parts of his work, to inſinuate that the 
authour of the Confeſſional maintains the doc- 
trines of Arianiſm. Altho' the religious prin- 
ciples of that writer have no concern with the 


H preſent 


- ($9423 
preſent controverſy, yet I cannot help obſerys 
ing, that common juſtice required our authour 
to have pointed out the. particular paſſages in 
the Confeſſional, wherein the doctrine of the 
Trinity is denied. 


Tux purity of the church is by our authour 
confined to the firſt ſix centuries. His readers, 
I believe, will be inclined to think that he 
might with equal juſtice have added fix cen- 
turies more, It would be no difficult taſk to 
ſhew, that at the end of the three firſt cen- 
turies the church had departed widely from 
the fimplicity of the goſpel. I will go even 
farther ; nor do I make the leaſt ſcruple of 
aſſerting, that the corruption of the chriſtian 
church began even in the days of the apoſtles, 
and gradually increaſed till the times of the 


reformation. The clergy, who ought to have 
preſerved inviolate the faith once delivered to 
the ſaints, began to domineer over the laity— 
Inſtead of following the examfile- of their 

bleſſed 
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bleſſed Maſter, they began to affect the riches 
and honours of the world—Not content with 
preaching the goſpel in its native ſimplicity, 
they corrupted the pure doctrines of Jeſus 
with che fubtilties of vain philofophy—At 
length, when the empire of Rome became 
chriſtian, the clergy, with the temples, took 
poſſeſſion of the revenues of the heathen prieſts, 
From that time their corruptions both in faith 
and practice became more viſible, By degrees 
they loſt all the virtues and retained nothing 
more than the empty name of chriſtian. Aban- 
doned to the groſſeſt immoralities, they filled 
the world with debauchery, violence, and 
bloodſhed. The fires of perſecution were 
kindled, and woe to that man whoſe life was 
not conformable to the ſpirit of the times. 
The reformation, incompleat as it was, has 
made a conſiderable alteration for the better. 


But let no man judge from appearances—Gen- 
tle as the behaviour of the clergy ſeems to be 
_ at preſent, we have too much reaſon to believe 
EEE. . a; that 
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(3009 
that the moderation of many of them proceeds 
from want of power, and not of inclination, 
to renew thoſe ancient ſcenes of ba rbarity, 
which were for many ages the reproach of 
the chriſtian name.“ We ourſelves hive ſeen 
the ſword of perſecution unſhcathed, and the 
annals of the beſt of kings ſtained by an action 
that would have diſgraced even the reign of a 
Stuart, At this very time we behold Heaven 
and Earth moved againſt the advocates for 
chriſtian liberty—Every engine is employed to 
ſupport a cauſe long ſince given up as inde- 
fenſible—The moſt zealous friends of the 
illuſtrious family that now ſways the ſcepre of 
theſe kingdams; are ſuffered to languiſh in 
obſcurity—The defence of the exploded doc- 
trines of paſſive obedience and non-reſiſtance 
are become a ready and certain ſtep to pre- 
ferment—And we are again threatned with 
all the evils that once deluged this unhappy 


land. 
3 THE 
# Witre's the perſecution of Peter Anzett. 


1 


($4) 


Taz authour of the Confeſſional is called 
upon to anſwer, Whether he would have ſub- 
ſcriptions againſt the papiſts, and them only? 
Were this queſtion to be anſwered in the 
affirmative, I cannot ſee in what manner it 
would hurt the cauſe of the Confeſſional. 
Every ſubſcription to the truth of any ſpe- 
culative article of faith is an encroachment 
upon our chriſtian liberty. But a ſubſcription 
againſt popery is a ſubſcription againſt every 
ſpecies of perſecution, and in favour of the 
natural rights of mankind. What true pro- 
teſtant will ſcruple to make a ſubſcription of 
this kind, when lawfully called upon by the 
civil magiſtrate? But it is curious to obſerve 
the tenderneſs the letter-writer diſcovers to that 
antichriſtian church! A church that has no 
portion in the kingdom of our bleſſed Saviour, 
and is ſtill, as ſhe has always ſhewed herſelf, 
the mother of abominations, and the myſtery 
of iniquity, | 

THE 


(53) 

Tux ſetter-writer ſays, * there are certain 
difficulties concerning the dofirine of funda- 
mentals—but theſe difficulties neither warrant 
the church of Rome in making every thing a 
fundamental which their councils have deter- 
mind; ner you, nor biſbop Hondley, in making 
the belief of the ſcriptures the only ene. This has 
always been the language of the advocates for 
church authority. They take the power of 
framing articles of faith out of the hands of 
a popiſh council, in order to place it in thoſe 
of an Engliſh con vocation. The abſurdity of 
this behaviour muſt appear at firſt fight. If 
2 fmall part of the church be infalliable, cer- 
tainly fo confiderable 'a branch of it as the 
church of Rome has a far better title to ſuch 
a claim; If a ſet of Engliſh divines have a 
right of ſetting up their interpretations of 
ſcripture as the ſtandard of genuine chriſtianity, 
thoſe of the Romiſh church have a right 


equally well founded. Our divines have ſtudied 
. we 


e See page 135. 


( 59) 


the ſacred ſcriptures in the original language in 
which they were written So have the divines 
of the church of Rome. We have produced 
a, great number of learned difſertations upon 
the Old and New Teſtament— They have dif- 
covered an accuteneſs in. ſcripture criticiſm, 
which has been equalled by few of our greateſt 
divines, We can boaſt of men. of the moſt 
profound knowledge in profane literature 
They can ſhew that the members of their church 
have not been deficient in this branch of learn»: 
ing. In ſhort, what: advantages have we for 
the interpretation of the ſcriptures, whereof 
they are deprived? Beſides, their church is 
far more extenſive than ours: Many great and 
powerful. kingdoms. in different parts of the 
world acknowledge the authority of the church 

of Rome. But the church of England is con- 
fined to a part of ane ſingle iſland. 1 


Is. another part of this letter it is infinuated, il 
that truth has the beſt. chance. of being, diſco- [ 
yered | ; 
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„ 
vered by the majority. Surely then our authour 
can have no objection to ſubmit to the deter- 
minations of a general council, where ſo many 
learned men are aſſembled together. Jeſides, 
the biſhops of the ch rch of Rome claim an 
uninterrupted ſucceſſion from the apoſtles 
themſelves. The epiſcopal conſecration of the 
firſt biſhops of the church of Eogland, is at 
beſt extremely problematical: And in the 
earlieſt days of the reformation was always 


treated with contempt, In theſe circumſtances 


not a ſingle argument can be produced, in be- 


half of the power of national churches to 
eſtabliſh articles of faith, that will not operate 
much more forcibly when applied to the 
church of Rome, While we defend our re- 

ligion upon the principle of authority, we are 
expoſed to the ſevereſt attacks of our infidious 
adyerſary—we weaken the arguments in favour 
of the reformation—and betray the cauſe we 
are endeavouring to defend. But when we 


reſt our defence upon the authority of ſcripture, 
we 


( 61) 
we lay a foundation that cannot be ſhaken. 
Neither the ſophiſtry of men, nor the malice 
of demons, can affect us; for our faith is 
founded upon a rock. Here then let every 
true proteſtant reſt his cauſe, and conſidering 
the holy ſcriptures as the only rule of his belicf 
and conduct, let him, undiſmayed by all the 


ungenerous attempts that are practiſed to ſtifle 


the cauſe of truth and liberty, continue in the 
defence of thoſe ſacred rights and privileges, 
whereon the very exiſtence of chriſtianity 
depends. . 


* T E letter- writer uſes his utmoſt endea- 
vours to juſtify Arminian ſubſcription. With 
what ſucceſs has been obſerved in the remarks 
upon bis firſt letter. Senſible of the diſin- 
genuity of his own ſubſcription, it is no won- 
der he employs every artifice in order to pal- 
liate his conduct. But the unprejudiced part 
of mankind will ſee through and deteſt the 
I | _ deſpicable 


* pege 140. 


(62) 
deſpicable ſophiſtry to which he is forced to 


have recourſe upon this occaſion. Arminian 
ſubſcription is no more to be juſtified than 
Arian ſubſcription ; and I will venture to 
pronounce, that the former is an hereſy 
that has a tendency far more pernicious than 


the latter. 


* Tar authour of the Confeſſional is charged 
with coming into the church in a tlameable manner, 
aſſuming the chair, and calling / is governours to 
account for ſetting up theſe bars againſt ſuch of 
his friends as continue honeſl men, &c. I here 
call upon the letter-writer to prove that the au- 
thour of the Confe ſſional, came into the church 
in a blameable manner ; to point out any paſ- 
ſage in that work, which is contrary to the 
articles of our church. The letter-writer has 
openly declared himſclf an. advocate for the 
freedom of the human will, and the reſt of 


the doctrines of armenianiſm, and thus having 
violated 
page 172. 


84 
violated his own ſubſcription, wants to make 
the world believe that his adverſary is guilty of 
the ſame inſincerity and hypocriſy as himſelf. 
But that gentleman's reputation is founded 
upon a baſis too firm to be ſhaken by any 
attempts of this nature, In this very work, 
againſt which the letter-writer is directing all 
his fury, he has declared himſelf in favour of 
thoſe diſtinguiſhing doctrines of the reforma- 
tion, which to the eternal ſhame of our prevari- 
cating arminian clergy are univerſally neglected. 
The authour of the Confeſſional by all ac- 
counts is a clergyman of vaſt learning, great 
abilities and an unblemiſhed character. Had he 
lived in the days of the reformation, at the time 
of the revolution, or almoſt any period but 
the preſent, the church of England would have - 
been proud to have numbered him among 
her prelates. But in an age when learning 1s 
: neglected, when pandering, intriguing at elee- 
tions, vindicating the pretenſions of a popiſb, 
abjured Italian, are made the ſteps to prefer- 


12 : ment, 


( 

ment, confined within the limits of a country 
living he ſpends his time in teaching and de- 
fendiug the great doctrines of chriſtlanity 
Exerciſing himſelf in the practice of every virtue, 
he recommends our holy religion by the purity 

of his life—Concerned at the groſs prevarica- 
tion of our Arminian divines, he publiſhed 
the Confeſſional. For this he is vilified and 
ill-treated by Arminians, for endeavouring 
to free them from a burden, which neither 


they. nor their fathers were able to bear, 


Consc1ous of the infincerity of Arminian 
ſubſcription, we find the letter writer making 
uſe of every opportunity to juſtify it to the 
world. But as long as words have any fixed 
meaning, it will be in vain to make ſuch an 
attempt. Whoever will be at the trouble of 
peruling the 39 articles of the church of Eng- 
land, cannot but be ſenſible that the freedom 
of the will, and all the conſequences of that 
popiſh doctrine, are directly contrary to the 

tenour 


1 


tenour of the ſaid articles. He will alſo per- 
ceive that the intent of them is to provide 
againſt a diverſity of opinions; and conſe- 
quently no interpretation of them can be ad- 


mitted, ſave ſuch as ariſes from the grammati- 


cal conſtruction of the words wherein they are 
compoſed. The letter- writer, therefore, in 
maintaining that the articles may be ſubſcribed 


in different ſenſes, defeats the deſign of them, 


and is guilty of the greateſt preſumption in 


ſetting up his own private interpretation, in 


contradiction to the meaning of the compilers 


of them. 


THe authour “ of the Confeſſional is called 


to a ſevete account for quoting, as the letter- 
writer ternis it, obſolete laws, in order to raiſe 
an odium againſt our church. I deſire to be 
informed, who gave him authority to call any 
of the canons of our church obſolete. Is an 
obſcure writer to determine the extent of our 
eccleaſiſtical laws? The canon in queſtion is 
as 


— — 
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( 66 } 
as much in force as any other article or canon 
whatſoever. And in order to ſet it aſide he 
muſt produce ſome better reaſons than he 


has hitherto thought proper to lay before the 
_— 


{i TRE letter-writer taking it for granted, that 
. the ſubſcription of his adverſary was as inſin- 


i cere as his own, lays hold of every opportunity 
of adv fing him to refign his preferment. But 
is this writer the mouth of all the clergy of 
the church of England? Many of them, I 
affure him, think it an honour to our church, 
that ſhe can boaſt of ſo learned, fo orthodox, 
and fo pious a Member! Let prevaricating 
Arminians, if they will, reſign their prefer- 
ments; the authour of the Confeſſional has 
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no occaſion to have recourſe to ſuch an ex- 
pedicnt. But he maintains, it ſeems, the un- 


| awfulneſs of impoſing ſubſcriptions. Be it fo. 
The lawfulnefs of impofing ſuch ſubſcription, 


| and the belicf of the aiticles jubſcribed, are 
very 


(66% 
very different queſtions. And the want of 
aitending to this diſtinction has led this writer 


into ſo many abſurdities. But before J con- 


ctlude my remarks upon this letter, it will be 
p oper © take notice of a circumſtance that 
ſcems of too great importauce to be | palled 
over unnoticed, The letter-writer is of opi- 
nion, that his adverſary, inſtead of attacking 
confeſſions of faith in general, ſhould have 
contented himſelf with pointing out the paſ- 
ſages in the articles of our church, which ap- 
peared to him inconſiſtent with the holy ſcrip- 


tures. But ſuppoſe the authour of the Con- 


feſſional is of opinion, that all and every thing 
contained in the ſaid articles is entirely agree- 
able to the holy ſcriptures? What ought to be 
done in this caſe? Should this circumſtance 
have reſtrained him from declaring his ſenti- 
ments upon the unlawfulnefs and inexpediency 
of impoſing ſubſcriptions in general ? Or be- 
cauſe he believes the truth of the confeſſion 


he himſelf has ſubſcribed, ſhould this prevent 


him 


( 68 ) 


him from pointing out the infincerity of the 
fubſcription of others, together with the deteſ- 
table ſophiſtry by which ſuch ſubſcription is 
ſupported? The conformity of a confeſſion of 
faith to the holy ſcriptures, as I obſerved be- 
fore, 1s one thing, and the lawfulneſs of im- 
poſing it another. Beſides, altho' the authour 
of the Confeſſional have fully ſhewn, that ſub- 
ſcription cannot be juſtified by the caſuiſtry of 
the doQtors, whoſe ſchemes he has ſeverally 
examined in the courſe of that work, it by no 
means follows, that an individual may not 


| have ſufficient reaſons for ſubmitting to an 


impoſition at the ſame time he is endeavouring 
to get it removed. But ſuppoſe the authour 
of the Confeſſional had given us his ſenti- 
ments upon ſome of the doctrines contained in 
the articles of our church, and it had appeared 
ſrom thence that he thought ſome of them 


were not agreeable to ſcripture, what the con- 


ſequences would then have been, we may eaſily 
learn from the readineſs this writer diſcovers 
1 to 


(6) 


to accuſe him of prevarication, when there is 
not the leaſt reaſon for ſuch a charge. And 


* 


this ſuggeſts an e gument, ſufficient of itſelf to 
ruin the credit of ſubſcriptions That they 
prevent all improvements and alterations. For 
upon the ſcheme of the letter-writer, whoever 
believes that any part of the confeſſion which 
he has once ſubſcribed is contrary to ſcripture, 
is under an obligation of relinquiſhing the : 
miniſtry. Few perſons will be found in ſuch 
circumſtances as will encourage him to purſue 
ſuch a meaſure, Therefore they will chooſe 
rather to be ſilent. But the church in general 
being made up of individuals, and they being 
all under the ſame predicament, no errors that 
have once crept into a confeflion of faith, can 
ever be amended by the church herſelf; as 
ſuch a propofal would expoſe her to the re- 
proach of inſincerity and prevarication. There 
is therefore no other alternative but to remain 
in error for ever, or to aboliſh all ſubſcription, 
as unſcriptural, and uſeleſs, | 
* THe 


5 (76) 
Tux laſt obſervation I ſhall make upon this 
performance, is upon that * paragraph wherein 
the letter writer, in anſwer to a certain paſſage 
in the Confeſſional, has given us to underſtand 
that Saul, queen Mary, and archbiſhop Laud, 
were good conſeientious chriſtians, that is, 
they were led to perſecute others by the con- 
viction of their own conſciences. The truth 
of this aſſertion 1 abſolutely deny, and will 
venture to affirm, that no man, from the days 
of Saul to thoſe of archbiſhop Laud, was ever 
induced by the ſuggeſtions of his conſcience, 
to perſecute another upon account of his reli- 
gious principles. I could bring many argu- 
ments in ſupport of what I now advance : But 
the neceſſity of ſuch a work is in a great mea- 
ſure ſuperſeded by a diſſertation upon the con- 
duct of St. Paul before his converſion, written 
by the late learned Mr. Hallet. This curious 
manuſcript is now repoſited in Dr. Williams's 
library: And I could wiſh the preſent librarian 
would favour the world with the publication 


of 


page 205. 
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ol kit, together with a et of notes that may 


ſerye to illuſtrate the doctrine contained in it. 


V/ z have at length finiſhed our examination 
of the ſecond letter to the authour of the Con- 


feſſional; and perhaps it may be expected 
that we ſhould proceed to make ſome remarks 
upon a third letter directed to the fame gen- 
tleman. The order of things, indeed, ſeems 
to require it: But when it is conſidered, how 
ſmall a part of that letter concerns the main 
argument, how great a part of it is employed 
in abuſing and vilifying a reſpectable character, 
we may ſtand excuſed in taking no farther 
notice, or at leaſt deferring our examination of 
ſo eccentric a performance to another oppor- 
tunity. In the courſe of this diſpute, every 
argument that has been produced in favour of 
ſubſcription has been examined and refuted. 
The defenders of this practice, conſcious of 
the weakneſs of their cauſe, have uſed their 


ntmoſt endeayours to draw the attention of 
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not be of any great ſervice. A ſpirit of free- 
enquiry is gone forth among all ranks and 
orders of men; and nothing is wanting but a 
greater degree of ſeriouſneſs to produce a tho- 
rough reformation in our church. It is now 
in the power of our leading churchmen to 


have the honour of bringing about this great 
event. But ſhould they be led away by any 
worldly motives, and negle& to lay hold of 
the opportunity that offers, they may aſſure 
themſelves that ſuch neglect will prove fatal. 
The prelent ſyſtem of manners muſt undergo 
a change—Anfl whenever this change takes 
place, and the nation begins to conſider the 


cauſes of the univerſal corruption of morals that 
prevails at this time, together with the means of 
procuring a remedy ſufficient againſt this evil for 


the fuiurc, it is not improbable that the con- 
duct of our eccleſiaſtical ſuperiors may become 
5 | the 


(0 } 


the ſubje& of the enquiries of temporal ſupe- 
riors. And perhaps, during the courſe of ſuch 
an enquiry, ſome arguments may be ſuggeſted 
_ tending to demonſtrate the inutility of all civil 
eſtabliſhments of religion. It may alſo be 
thought, that the ample revenues enjoyed by 


the church will be as well applied in admini- 


ſtering to the exigencies of government, In 
the mean time expedients will be invented till 
expedients are no more; and legal ſubſcrip- 
tions and legal eſtabliſhments by one violent 
ſtroke fall down to the ground, and thereby 
put an end to this and all other controverſies 
concerning the ſubſcribing to articles of 
religion, 
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AP P E N U 


HE authours of the Critical Review, in 

the 7th article of their review for July, 

1763, have given a ſenſible account of the 
political annals of the much-admired abbot of 
St. Pierre. Among many juſt obſervations upon 
the great liberties that writer had taken with the 
ſuperſtitious practices of his countrymen, they 
have the following juſt remark—//ould a fiff, 
pragmatical diſſenter believe, that an abbot of the 
church of Rome was eapable of ſuch ſentiments as 
 #hoſe which follow. In their account of the remarks 

upon the firſt letter to the authour of the Confeſ- 
ſional, they are pleaſed to ſay, that the writer of 
that letter ſeems to be a greater friend to the diſ- 
ſenters than the eſtabliſhed church. What con- 


cluſion are we to draw from this obſervation? 
| The 


cſs; 

That the writer of that article is a ſtiff, pragma- 
tical diflenter ? Or that the ſpirit of liberty in our 
church is at ſo low an ebb, that none but diſſen- 
ters are left to defend the principles of the refor- 
mation ? It muſt indeed be acknowledged, that 
our advancement in chriſtian liberty has not kept 
pace with our improvement in matters of leſs 
importance That ſince the days of Hoadley and 
Clarke, a deſpicable faction, which for ſome time 
Put conrented themſelves with venting their arbi- 
trary antichriſtian notions at country viſitations, 
has at length ventured to commit them to the 
preſs. However, it is to be hoped, that there 
are perſons even at this time in the church, who 
by their lives and doctrines adorn the ſame cauſe 
wherein thoſe writers were engaged. 


Wirz regard to the authour of theſe and the fore 
mer remarks, he begs leave to aſſure the public, that 
he was a member of one of our univerſities, and is 
at this preſent time an officiating clergyman of the 
church of England. He would however by no means 
be thought to throw any reflection upon the body of 
the diſſenters : Yet he cannot help obſerving with 


great concern, the general indifference to the eauſe 
of 


Ca) 


of religion that appears among many of them. 
He has allo obſerved, that ſome of the moſt emi- 
nent of their miniſters, whoſe profeſſion one 
would imagine ſhould ſet them above ſo trifling 
an ambition, are proud of being ſeen at a certain 
palace, where they ſuffer themſelves to be cajoled 
by artful .churchmen, who, never ſhew them any 
civility, unleſs it be with. a view of promoting 
their own cauſe. The authour of this may at 
fome future period give the world ſome convincing 
. proofs of what is now advanced. Let it ſuffice at 
preſent to obſerve, that the ſcheme of epiſcopizing 
the Americans was not carried on intirely without 
the knowledge of a man, from whoſe great learn- 
ing, as well as his character and ſituation in lite, 
the world had little reaſon to expect any counte- 
nance to ſuch a propoſal. What diſſenting mint- 
ſters can propoſe to themſelves, either by falling 
in with the manners of a corrupt age, or in 
attaching themſelves to the ſucceſſors of their 
ancient perſecutors, I am at a loſs to imagine. 
Nevertheleſs, from ſome * publications that have 
lately appeared among them, we have reaſon to 
L hope, 
See Edwards, upon the Freedom of the Will, &c. 
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hope, together with the principles of arminianiſm, 
they will be led to renounce every connection 
that has a tendency to injure the cauſe of the 
reformation. Nor is there any reaſon to doubt, 
but that along with the doctrines of their 
foretathers, we ſhall behold the ſame purity of 
morals, the ſame contempt of the world, the ſame 


ardent love of liberty, revive in the diſſenters of 
the preſent generation, 
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Lately publiſhed, by the fame Autiar, 


REMAREK s upon the Firſt of Three 1a 


againſt the CONFESSIONAL : 


With an ApPENDIx, In proof of Archbiſhop 
Wake's projecting an Union betwixt the 

Church of England and the French Popiſh 
Church, + 


